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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area 

Rateable  Value  at  31.  3.  69 
Penny  Rate  for  1968-69 

Estimated  Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (1. 4.  69) 
Estimated  mid-year  population 


14,  659  acres 
£469, 144 


£1,  861 
3,  289 
10,  020 


MEMBERS  OF  COUNCIL 
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*S.  E.  Cornwell,  J.  P. 
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A.  W.  F.  Haylock 
C.  A.  Hull 
*G.  R.  Mason,  J.  P. 

*Mrs.  F.  Oakey 
W.  A.  T.  Payment 
E.  Rouse 
*S.  J.  Theobald 
F J.  Tucker,  J.  P. 

*Mrs.  E.  M.  Vinith- Williams 
C.  H.  Young 

* Members  of  Health  and  Houstug  Committee 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


B.  W.  M.  Macartney,  B.A. , B.  M. , B.  Ch. , 
D.  P.  H. , D.  C.  H. , D.  (Obst. ),  R.  C.  O.  G. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


J.  W.  Bryan,  M.  R.  S.  H. , M.A.  P.  H.  1. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  C.  R.  Overall,  M.  A.  P.  H.  I. 

(from  12th  July,  1969) 


Clerk/Typist 


Mrs.  P.  M.  Turner 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Ely  Urban  District  Council; 
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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1969,  prepared  in  accordance 
with  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  Circular  1/70. 

1969  saw  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Government 
Reform  and  the  Green  Paper  on  the  Future  Structure  of  the  National  Health  Service.  What- 
ever action  is  taken  on  the  recommendations  of  either  of  these  documents,  there  is  bound  to 
be  some,  and  perhaps  fundamental,  effect  on  the  public  health  department  of  district  local 
authorities.  Until  the  Government  declares  its  hand  it  is  idle  to  speculate  as  to  the  detailed 
effects.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  whatever  the  decision,  it  will  soon  be  made  known  as  it 
is  unsettling  to  both  the  members  and,  perhaps  even  more  so,  the  staff  to  know  that  they  are 
about  to  be  thrown  into  the  melting  pot  without  any  definite  knowledge  as  to  how  they  are 
going  to  come  out  of  it.  So  far  as  the  Public  Health  Department  is  concerned  it  would  be  a 
tragic  and  perhaps  irreparable  loss  for  the  officers  and  staff  to  lose  the  intimate  contact 
with  the  people  that  they  serve  which  they  now  enjoy.  The  district  medical  officer  of  health 
as  we  know  him  will  disappear  who,  if  anyone,  will  exercise  his  professional  and  statutory 
duties  is,  as  far  as  I can  see,  left  totally  undefined.  For  myself  I can  only  express  the  hope 
that  whatever  the  administrative  structure  it  will  aid,  rather  than  obstruct,  those  commun- 
ications upon  which  any  efficient  public  service  depends. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  the  Urban  District  of  10,  020  shows  a loss  of 
40  from  1968.  Figure  1 illustrates  the  population  figures  for  the  last  ten  years  and  from 
the  numerical  point  of  view  shows  a virtually  static  population  during  a period  when  the 
population  of  the  administrative  county  increased  by  some  30,  000  or  10%  (see  Figure  2). 

The  general  pattern  of  crude  and  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  is  similar  to  that  of  1968 
and  there  is  again  an  excess  of  deaths  over  births. 

Amongst  the  causes  of  death  there  has  been  a sharp  increase  in  the  number  due  to 
both  malignant  disease  and  ischaemic  heart  disease.  Figure  3 illustrates  the  numbers  for 
the  last  three  years.  Whereas  the  percentage  of  deaths  due  to  malignancy  has  remained  the 
same,  18^%  (20%  in  1968),  that  due  to  ischaemic  heart  disease  has  increased  by  6%  to  30% 
(24%  in  1968).  There  can  be  no  serious  doubt  that  this  last  disease  is  a prime  killer  of  our 
time  and  society  and  unfortunately  such  protective  measures  as  are  understood  require  a 
degree  of  consistent  personal  discipline  that  seems  to  be  rarely  found  in  any  of  us  - the 
potential  victims. 

Infectious  Disease 

The  figures  for  measles  over  the  last  three  years  do  not  show  the  periodicity  that 
used  to  be  associated  with  this  condition.  This  may  be  due  to  the  recent  introduction  of 
immunisation  against  this  infection.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  initial  difficulties  this  pro- 
cedure is  now  porbably  applied  in  a somewhat  haphazard  manner,  which  is  highly  unsatis- 
factory from  a community  point  of  view.  It  seems  clear  that  an  adequate  immunisation 
programme  should  be  able  to  almost  erradicate  this  disease.  To  discard  immunisation 
would  be  to  accept  loss  of  child  life  of  400  to  500  due  to  measles  and  its  complications  in  an 
epidemic  year.  To  accept  a half-hearted  programme  simply  presents  us  with  a totally 
unpredictable  future.  I regard  the  last  two  alternatives  as  completely  unacceptable  and  hope 
that,  in  spite  of  the  initial  difficulties,  the  benefits  of  this  preventive  procedure  will  be  fully 
appreciated  by  every  parent  and  so  achieved  with  their  co-operation.  As  with  diphtheria, 
so  no  doubt  with  measles,  unremitting  vigilance  to  maintain  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
community  would  be  the  price  to  be  paid  for  continuing  freedom  from  these  potentially  fatal 
infections. 
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The  Enviromnent 

The  textural  brevity  of  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  gives  a 
deceptive  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  work  of  the  Department.  A study  of  the  figures 
however  redresses  this.  For  instance,  there  are  no  less  than  132  premises  registered  for 
the  handling  of  food,  all  of  which  require  to  be  visited  regularly. 

The  through-put  of  the  slaughter  house  is  by  no  means  negligible  and  in  accordance 
with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  every  single  carcase  must  be  inspected  and  duly 
stamped.  The  tables  record  the  work  undertaken  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors,  but  do 
not  include  that  undertaken  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon,  Mr.  T.  W.  Jackson,  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year.  Since  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  took  up  his  appoint- 
ment in  July  you  have  no  longer  needed  to  call  on  Mr.  Jackson's  help,  and  I am  sure  you 
will  wish  me  to  put  on  record  the  Council's  thanks  to  him  for  his  invaluable  assistance 
through  the  prolonged  period  during  which  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  was  single- 
handed. 


It  is  a pleasure  also  to  record  our  welcome  to  Mr.  Overall,  who  joined  the  staff  as 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  on  12th  July,  1969,  thus  bringing  the  establishment  to  full 
strength. 

The  water  supply  provided  by  the  Ely,  Mildenhall  and  Newmarket  Water  Board 
remains  adequate  and  wholesome,  though  not  as  nutritious  as  it  could  be. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  R.  Stroud,  who  has  charge  of 
the  Council's  services  for  refuse  disposal  and  sewage  treatment,  for  his  comments  upon 
these.  It  is  both  pleasing  and  reassuring  to  note  that  work  has  begun  on  the  new  sewage 
treatment  scheme  for  Prickwillow.  However,  the  fact  that  in  his  opinion  the  Council's 
controlled  refuse  tip  has  a remaining  life  of  only  3 or  4 years  should  be  a matter  for 
immediate  concern  and  early  action.  In  our  affluent  society  the  community  may  be  expected 
to  produce  refuse  in  increasing  quantity.  A modern  means  of  disposal  is  essential  but  takes 
time  to  provide.  The  hazards  to  health  of  any  breakdown  in  this  service  should  not  be 
risked. 


I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Bryan  and  to  Mr.  Overall  and  to  the  other 
members  of  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  contribution  towards  safeguarding  the  public 
health.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  other  colleagues  on  the  staff  of  the  Council  for  their 
ready  help  whenever  I have  asked  for  it  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  and  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  interest. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


B.  W.  M.  Macartney. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used 
for  the  statistical  calculations) 


Live  Births 


Male  Female 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

67  53 


64  53 
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Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0*  97) 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

Still  Births  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

Deaths  Male  Female 

83  90 


Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 
Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0-  62) 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

Infant  Mortality  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Male  Female 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births) 
Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births) 
Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  one  week  per  thousand  live 
births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births) 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 


Total 

117 

3 


120 


12.  0 
11.  6 
16.  3 

Total 


Nil 
13.  0 

Total 

173 

17-  3 
10.  7 
11*9 


Total 

1 


8.  3 
18.  0 
Nil 

Nil 

8.  3 

8.  5 

Nil 

2.5% 

Nil 

Nil 

32  (20) 
52  (23) 


1968  figures  in  brackets. 
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Table  Classifying  Deaths  under  Age  Groups 


Under  4 weeks 

Male 

Female 

Total 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year 

1 

- 

1 

1 year  and  under  5 years 

- 

- 

- 

5 years  and  under  15  years 

- 

- 

- 

15  years  and  under  25  years 

- 

- 

- 

25  years  and  under  35  years 

- 

- 

- 

35  years  and  under  45  years 

1 

1 

2 

45  years  and  under  55  years 

5 

4 

9 

55  years  and  under  65  years 

16 

8 

24 

65  years  and  under  75  years 

19 

22 

41 

75  years  and  over 

41 

55 

96 

83 

90 

173 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1969 


Age  in  Years 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Total 

Under  1 year 

7 

7 

1 

16 

1 

17 

2 

16 

1 

17 

3 

15 

3 

18 

4 

15 

3 

18 

5-  9 

21 

8 

1 

30 

10-14 

15-24 

2 

1 

3 

25  and  over 

2 

2 

Age  Unknown 

Total 

94 

17 

1 

112 

One  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified, 
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Fig.  2 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council 
under  Section  111  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Ely 
Urban  District  Council,  Ely  Rural  District  Council  and  Newmarket  Rural  District  Council  is 
combined  with  the  appointment  of  Senior  Medical  Officer  to  the  County  Council  by  securing 
for  the  appointment  of  a full  time  Medical  Officer  from  1st  September,  1968. 

Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr.  Bryan  continued  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  was  joined  by  Mr.  Overall 
who  took  up  his  appointment  as  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  on  14th  July,  1969. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and 
biological  examinations  of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples,  and  all 
necessary  examinations  in  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

The  District  is  served  by  hospitals  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(i)  Tower  Hospital 

(ii)  St.  John's  Hospital 

(iii)  Grange  Maternity  Hospital 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  Cambridge  City 
Isolation  Hospital. 

The  people  of  this  District  are  very  fortunate  in  having  available  the  extensive  and 
willing  services  of  the  R.  A.  F.  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  District  is  served  by  three  ambulances  stationed  at  Ely,  operated  by  the 
Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 

Nursing  Service 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  - details  in  Appendix. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS  1953 

No  formal  action  was  required  with  regard  to  the  "Carriers"  of  food  poisoning 
infections. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  SECTION  31  (amended) 


Meals  on  Wheels 

Organised  by  the  W.  R.  V.  S.  and  meals  are  delivered  three  times  a week. 
Section  47 


Action  under  this  section  was  required  in  one  case. 


Section  50 


No  action  was  required  under  this  section. 
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APPENDIX 


NURSING  SERVICES  FOR  ELY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

PROVIDED  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Ante  Natal  Care 

Ante  natal  care  is  provided  by  general  practitioners. 

Child  Health  Centres 

Thursday  Ely  Weekly  St.  Mary's  Clinic  2. 00  p.  m. 

Wednesday  Prickwillow  2nd  Women's  Institute  2.30  p.m. 

District  Nursing  and  Midwifery 

Ely  Urban  District  is  served  by  two  district  nurse/midwives  and  two 
district  nurses,  one  male  who  is  shared  with  the  Rural  Area  and  the  other 
undertakes  some  school  nursing  duties. 

Geriatric  Visiting 

There  is  one  health  visitor  who  is  shared  with  the  Rural  District 
undertaking  geriatric  duties. 

Health  Visiting 

There  is  one  health  visitor  undertaking  general  duties  and  one  vacancy 
for  a health  visitor  to  be  shared  with  the  Rural  Area. 


11 


REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for 

19  6 9 


J.  W.  Bryan,  M.  R.  S.  H. , M.  A.  P.  H.  1. 
Department  of  Public  Health, 

Urban  Council  Offices, 

Ely,  Cambs. 

Tel.  No.  Ely  331  1/2/3 
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1.  HOUSING 

(a)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  or  in  a condition  prejudicial  to  health  78 

(b)  Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  7 

(c)  Number  of  reports  made  to  the  local  authority  with  a view  to;- 

(i)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  2 

(ii)  The  making  of  demolition  orders  4 

(iii)  The  making  of  closing  orders  6 

(iv)  The  making  of  closing  orders  on  part  of  a building  NIL 

(v)  Voluntary  undertakings  not  to  re-let  and  to  demolish  when 

required  NIL 

(vi)  Demolition  order  substituted  by  a closing  order  NIL 

(d)  Number  of  formal  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works  NIL 

(e)  Number  of  houses  demolished  " ^ 

Number  of  houses  closed  ^ 

Part  of  building  closed  NIL 

Persons  displaced  26 

Families  displaced  11 

(f)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  2 

(g)  Number  of  formal  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  2 

(h)  Inspection  referring  to  Certificate  of  Disrepair  NIL 

(i)  Improvement  Grants  made:  (Financial  year  to  31st  March,  1970) 

(Discretionary)  - 3 £880.  13s.  Od. 

(Standard)  - 14  £2, 046.  Os.  4d. 

Total  £2,  926.  13s.  4d. 

Council  houses  Improved  by  aid  of  grant  - 112 

New  Dwellings 

26  houses,  2 flats  and  14  bungalows  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during 
the  year.  Eight  3-bedroom  Council  houses  were  built  for  letting. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a re-appraisal  of  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
programme  was  taking  place  with  a view  to  dealing  more  quickly  with  those  houses 
already  in  the  slum  clearance  list  and  including  others  where  found  necessary. 
(Ministry  of  Housing  Circular  92/69. ) 
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2.  FOOD 

(a)  Premises 

(i)  16  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of  sausages  and 
preserved  food. 

(ii)  57  premises  are  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 
There  is  no  ice  cream  manufactured  for  sale  in  the  area. 

(iii)  The  following  are  food  handling  premises  in  the  area;- 


Bakehouses 

3 

Brewery 

1 

Butchers 

10 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

12 

Chemists 

4 

Clubs 

10 

Confectioners 

12 

Dairy 

2 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

5 

Greengrocers 

5 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

22 

Hospitals  and  Homes 

6 

Off  Licences 

2 

Public  Houses 

23 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

School  Kitchens 

4 

Supermarkets 

2 

Vegetable  Washing 

1 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

1 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

2 

Works  Canteens 

4 

(b)  Prosecutions 

Two  prosecutions  were  initiated  during  the  year:- 

(i)  Glass  in  bottle  of  milk  - fine  £10  with  5 guineas  costs. 

(ii)  Dirty  milk  bottle  - fine  £25  with  7 guineas  costs. 

(c)  Meat  Inspection 

The  post  of  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  was  filled  and  he  commenced 
duty  on  the  12th  July,  1969.  The  services  of  a Veterinary  Surgeon,  who 
had  assisted  with  Meat  Inspection  duties  on  two  days  per  week,  were  there- 
fore dispensed  with. 

The  tables  below  cover  those  animals  inspected  by  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
as  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  are  not 
available. 

At  the  slaughterhouse  a hot  water  pressure  spray  was  installed  for  the 
washing  of  carcases,  and  it  has  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
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CATTLE 

EXCLUDING  COWS 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP  AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

NUMBER  SLAUGHTERED 

FOR  SALE  FOR  HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION 

401 

NIL 

NIL 

369 

1301 

NUMBER  FULLY  INSPECTED 

AND  STAMPED 

401 

NIL 

NIL 

369 

1301 

NUMBER  NOT  INSPECTED 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTIC  ERCOSIS 

WHOLE  CARCASES  FOUND 

UNFIT 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

CARCASES  OF  WHICH 

SOME  PART  OR  ORGAN 

WAS  FOUND  UNFIT 

121 

NIL 

NIL 

11 

235 

PERCENTAGE  OF  THE 
NUMBER  INSPECTED  OR 

PARTIALLY  INSPECTED 

WHICH  WERE  AFFECTED 
WITH  DISEASE  OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 
CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

30. 1% 

NIL 

NIL 

2.  98% 

18-  07‘ 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

WHOLE  CARCASES  FOUND 

UNFIT 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

CARCASES  OF  WHICH  SOME 
PART  OR  ORGAN  WAS 

FOUND  UNFIT 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

17 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  Period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1969 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING  COWS 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP  AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

PERCENTAGE  OF  THE 
NUMBER  INSPECTED 
AFFECTED  WITH 

TUBERCULOSIS 

0-  73% 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1-  3% 

CYSTIC  ERCOSIS 
CARCASES  OF  WHICH 
SOME  PART  OR  ORGAN 
WAS  FOUND  UNFIT 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

CARCASES  SUBMITTED 

TO  TREATMENT  BY 

REFRIGERATION 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

GENERALISED  AND 

TOTALLY  FOUND 

UNFIT 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

MEAT  AND  OFFAL  UNFIT 


BOVINE 

PORCINE 

OVINE 

TOTAL  WEIGHT 

Livers 

92 

134 

11 

937 

Lungs 

13 

75 

1 

174^ 

Kidneys 

- 

5 

- 

5 

Hearts 

4 

7 

- 

23t 

Intestines 

- 

5 

- 

40 

Mesenteric  Fat 

1 

2 

- 

9 

Heads 

6 

16 

- 

336 

Spleen 

5 

- 

- 

12 

Skirt 

4 

1 

- 

3i 

Pleura 

2 

- 

- 

4i 

Stomach 

1 

5 

- 

28 

Hock 

- 

3 

- 

12 

Caul  Fat 

3 

- 

- 

10 

Peritoneum 

1 

- 

- 

6 

Ribs 

- 

4 

- 

4 

Pluck 

- 

6 

- 

18^ 

Udders 

- 

4 

- 

20 

Belly  Fat 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Loin 

- 

1 

- 

3— 

•52 

Green  Offal 

- 

1 

- 

26 

Inspection  charges  recoverable  - £115.  5s.  9d. 
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(d)  Unsound  Food  1969 

The  following  food  commodities  were  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 


Article  Quantity  Weight 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Corned  Beef 

65  tins 

2 

22 

1 

Veal 

8 tins 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

Ham 

- 

- 

- 

14 

- 

Luncheon  Meat 

82  tins 

- 

- 

1 

14 

12 

Beef 

52  tins 

- 

1 

2 

17 

■ 13^ 

Pork 

61  tins 

- 

1 

- 

12 

6 

Tongue 

23  tins 

- 

1 

- 

13 

12 

Chicken 

3 tins 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hi 

Stewed  Steak 

158  tins 

- 

- 

3 

11 

13i 

Tinned  Fruit 

2,  011  tins 

- 

19 

5 

19 

7— 

Tinned  Vegetables 

- 

3 

1 

2 

8 

Tinned  Fish 

- 

2 

3 

19 

lOf 

Jam 

- 

- 

2 

3 

12 

Creamed  Rice 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1 

Soup 

- 

- 

- 

7 

8 

Miscellaneous  Meat 

- 

- 

3 

5 

7 

3.  WATER  SUPPLY 

A wholesome  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Ely,  Mildenhall  and  Newmarket  Water 
Board.  Due  to  major  constructions  last  year  an  adequate  supply  is  now  available,  there 
being  water  storage  equivalent  to  2 days  supply  at  normal  usage.  Water  is  obtained  from  a 
borehole  at  Beck  Row  and  13  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  before  chlorination.  Only 
one  was  doubtful  and  a follow  up  sample  was  satisfactory. 

Several  complaints  of  taste  in  the  water  were  received  and  followed  up  with  the 
Engineer  who  is  keeping  the  matter  under  review  as  investigation  showed  no  positive  cause. 

Typical  results  of  Analysis  of  Public  Supplies 


Test 

Beck  Row 

Physical  Characters 

Clear  and  bright 

Reaction 

pH  7.  2 

Parts  per  million; 

Chloride 

27 

Residual  Chlorine 

• • 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.  00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.  00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hrs  at  37°  C 

0.40 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

6.  0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

Absent 

Total  Hardness 

325 

Iron 

Absent 

Fluoride 

0. 15 

Bacteriological  Examination: 

Coliform  organisms  in  100  mis 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml. 

. . . 

developing  at  37°  C 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml. 

. . . 

developing  at  21°  C 
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4.  RODENT  CONTROL 

Some  655  properties  were  inspected  during  the  year  both  as  a result  of  complaints 
received  and  surveys  made.  A total  of  348  infestations  by  rats  and  107  by  mice  were  found 
and  dealt  with,  generally  free  of  charge,  except  for  26  agricultural  infestations. 

The  latter  premises  are  not  treated  by  the  Local  Authority  but  occupiers  are 
instructed  to  deal  with  the  infestation. 

A further  review  was  being  made  of  the  permanent  baiting  points  set  up  in  and  around 


the  town. 


One  must  place  on  record  an  appreciation  of  the  pioneer  experimental  work  carried 
out  in  this  respect  by  the  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  C.  Yardy,  who  after  18  years  in  the  post 
left  during  the  year.  He  should  have  been  pleased  to  read  the  article  in  Cambridge  Evening 
News  of  12th  March,  1970,  stating  the  Regional  Pests  Officer  had  described  Ely  as  being  in 
a sea  of  rats:  years  of  campaigning  with  expert  Ministry  advice  have  made  the  City 
comparatively  free. 

The  following  disinfestations  were  also  carried  out;- 


Fleas 
Bed  Bugs 
Cockroaches 
Ants 
Flies 

Caterpillars 
Wasps  nests 


2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

58 


18 


5.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1961 

2 licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Recalling  the  comments  made  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1967  regarding  Salmonella 
organisms  found  in  raw  pet  meat  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  Regulations  were  made  during  the 
year  requiring  all  pet  meat  to  be  sterilised  before  sale. 


6.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

8 notifications  regarding  installation  of  furnaces  were  received  during  the  year. 


7.  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

No  complaints  were  received,  the  C.  P.  H.  I.  attended  a two  day  course  on  "Noise 
Control". 


8.  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 


There  are  no  registered  premises  in  the  area. 


9.  RADIO  ACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT,  1960 

Notification  was  received  cancelling  the  registration  of  the  one  firm  allowed  to  keep 
and  use  material  in  the  district. 


Both  inspectors  attended  a five  day  course  "Radiation  in  Health"  during  the  year. 
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10.  CARAVANS 

A further  site  for  1 van  was  licensed  during  the  year  bringing  the  total  to  2 licensed 
sites  with  2 vans.  The  Council's  site  for  10  vans  is  fully  occupied. 


11.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1960 

There  were  1,  053  persons  employed  in  183  premises  during  1969.  43  premises 

received  general  inspections  as  a result  of  63  visits. 


12.  FACTORIES 

There  are  some  55  factories  in  the  district  on  the  Factory  register. 

A firm  manufacturing  lampshades  employs  74  outworkers,  43  of  whom  reside  in  the 

area. 


13.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Improvements  have  been  made  at  the  Council  tip  to  ensure  the  regular  and  proper 
covering  of  refuse. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  R.  Stroud,  comments  "The  Council's  controlled 
refuse  tip  has  some  three  to  four  years  life  left  and  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  look  for 
another  site  or  an  alternative  means  of  disposal". 

No  proposals  have  yet  been  made  to  replace  the  "skep"  collection  system  by  a more 
hygenic  method  such  as  using  paper  sacks. 
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14.  SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


A survey  was  made  of  most  of  the  premises  in  the  hamlet  of  Adelaide  and  a report 
submitted  on  the  necessity  for  the  main  drainage  schemes  for  which  approval  was  being 
sought. 


Mr.  Stroud  comments  "During  the  calendar  year  1969,  approximately  700  yards  of 
sewer  were  replaced  in  Lynn  Road  thus  removing  the  cause  of  frequent  flooding  of  private 
property  as  a result  of  the  old  over  loaded  sewer;  a tender  was  accepted  and  work  begun  on 
the  main  drainage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Prickwillow  including  a new  sewage  works; 
tenders  were  received  for  the  construction  of  main  drainage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Queen 
Adelaide  with  the  intention  that  work  should  begin  on  this  scheme  in  1970. 

The  main  sewage  works  at  Willow  Walk,  Ely,  continued  to  give  satisfactory  results. 
Because  of  the  unsatisfactory  effluent  from  the  small  sewage  treatment  plant  at  Kingdon 
Avenue,  Prickwillow,  a cesspool  tanker  has  been  used  frequently  to  remove  the  contents. 
This  works  will  become  redundant  on  completion  of  the  Prickwillow  Main  Drainage  Scheme. 
Mechanical  screen  raking  equipment  was  ordered  for  the  main  sewage  works,  but  will  not  be 
delivered  until  1970.  " 


